
 
 

DYNAMIC EARTH, EDINBURGH 
13 NOVEMBER 2019 

Session 1 – Delivering more homes  
 
(Chair: Nicola Barclay, HFS Chief Executive) (9.30-10.30) 

 
9.30 Nicola Barclay 

Chief Executive  
Homes for Scotland  

Chair’s opening remarks 
 
Introduce industry panel member – 
Stewart Lynes, Chief Operating 
Officer, Miller Homes  

9.40 Professor Graeme Roy 
Director 
Fraser of Allander Institute  

‘Scotland’s housing sector: the 
economic outlook’ 
 

9.50 Dr John Boyle 
Director 
Research & Strategy 
Rettie & Co. 

‘The Numbers Game’  

10.00 Sara Thiam 
Chief Executive 
Scottish Council for Development and 
Industry 

‘Housing and Infrastructure’ 

10.10 Panel Debate/ Q&A  

 
 

10.30-11.00 REFRESHMENT BREAK  

 
Session 2 - Delivering quality and increasing satisfaction  
 
(Chair: Jennifer Kennedy, HFS Head of Public Affairs) 11.00 – 12.30 
 

11.00 Jennifer Kennedy 
Head of Public Affairs  
Homes for Scotland 

Chair’s welcome back 
 
Introduce panel member – Graham 
Simpson MSP, Scottish Conservatives 
Spokesperson for Housing & Planning  

11.10 Natalie Elphicke OBE 
New Homes Quality Champion  

‘Improving new homes quality and 
implementing a new homes 
ombudsman’ 

11.25 Neil Jefferson  
Chief Operating Officer  
NHBC 

‘Construction Quality – Raising the 
Bar’ 
 

11.35 Ian Drummond 
Divisional Managing Director – Scotland, 
North East and North Yorkshire 
Taylor Wimpey UK  

‘An industry perspective’ 

11.45 Panel Debate / Q&A  



 
12.05  Nicola Barclay HFS Chief Executive 

welcomes keynote speaker Derek 
Mackay MSP, Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance, Economy and Fair Work 
 

 

12.20 Q&A with Cabinet Secretary   
 

12.30-1.30 LUNCH  

 
Session 3 - Capacity of industry to deliver more  
 
(Chair: Fionna Kell, HFS Director of Policy) 1.30-2.30 

1.30 Fionna Kell 
Director of Policy 
Homes for Scotland 

Chair’s welcome back 
 
Introduce industry panel member – 
Eve McCurrich, Managing Director, 
Whiteburn Projects Ltd  

1.40 Tony Elliott 
Group HR Director 
Robertson Group 

‘Delivering positive outcomes amidst 
an intensifying skills gap and a 
renewed war for talent’ 

1.50 David Ritchie 
Deputy Director, Scottish Investments 
Scottish National Investment Bank  

‘Scottish National Investment Bank – 
Latest Developments’ 

2.00 Mark McEwen 
General Manager, Customer Care 
Scottish Water 

‘Scottish Water – Enabling 
development and supporting your 
business’ 

2.10 Panel Debate / Q&A  

 

2.30-3.00 REFRESHMENT BREAK   

 
Session 4 - Planning, land and delivery 
 
 (Chair: Tammy Swift-Adams, Director of Planning) 3.00 – 4.30 
 

3.00 Tammy Swift Adams 
Director of Planning  
Homes for Scotland 

Chair’s welcome back 
 
Introduce industry panel member – 
Catherine Wood, Strategic Land & 
Planning Director, Gladman Scotland 

3.10 Kevin Stewart MSP 
Minister for Local Government, Housing 
& Planning 
 

 

3.20 Q & A with Minister  

3.30 Ewan MacLeod 
Partner 
Shepherd and Wedderburn 
 

‘Planning in the Future: Learning from 
the Past’ 

3.45 Hamish Trench 
Chief Executive 
Scottish Land Commission 

‘Unlocking potential: transforming 
Scotland’s vacant and derelict sites’ 

3.55 Fraser Carlin 
Head of Planning and Housing 
Renfrewshire Council 
 

‘Dargavel Village – Regeneration in 
Partnership’ 

4.05 Panel Debate / Q&A  



4.25 Nicola Barclay 
Chief Executive  
Homes for Scotland  

Conference summary  

4.30 CLOSE   

 


